Kites

Book List
Asch, Frank. Bear’s Bargain. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1985.  Bear and Little Bird try to help each other achieve impossible ambitions.
Molarsky, Osmond.  A Sky Full of Kites. Berkeley, CA: Tricycle Press, 1996.  Young Colin, a Chinese-American boy in San Francisco, shows determination and ingenuity in finding a way to exhibit his art.
Rey, Margaret. Curious George Flies a Kite. Boston, Mass: Houghton Mifflin, 1993.  After a day of playing with a ball, fishing at the lake, and losing a baby rabbit, Curious George needs to be rescued when he tries to fly a kite.
Williams, Vera.  Lucky Song.  New York: Greenwillow Books, 1997.  The song a little girl hears describes her kite-flying adventure.
Songs, Poems and Fingerplays
Kites Go Up 


The kites go up; the kites go down, 
in and around, all over the town. 
The children run and jump and play, 
because they love a windy day.
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I like Kites - Sung to "3 Blind Mice" 

I like kites, I like kites.
They fly high, they fly high.
They keep on spinning round and round, 
sometimes they even touch the ground, 
and they fly through the air without a sound.
Oh, I like kites!

Five Little Kites Flannel Board 

One little kite in the sky so blue, 
along came another, and then there were two. 
Two little kites flying high above me; 
along came another, then there were three.
Three little kites, just watch them soar, 
along came another, then there were four. 
Four little kites, so high and alive 
along came another, then there were five. 
Five little kites dancing across the sky,
What a sight to see, way up so high! 
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Five Little Kites (For flannel board, use felt shapes for the cloud bird, sun airplane and the kites. Securely sew on ribbon tails.) 

Five little kites, way up in the sky 
say hi to the clouds, as they pass by.
Say hi to the birds,
Say hi to the sun, 
say hi to the airplane, oh what fun.
Then swish went the wind,
and they all took a dive: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

A Kite - poem 

I often sit and wish that I
Could be a kite up in the sky,
And ride upon the breeze and go
Whichever way I chanced to blow.

---Anonymous 
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My Kite - Sung to "The Farmer in the Dell" 

My kite is up so high,
My kite is up so high,
Oh my - - just watch it fly
My kite is up so high.

My kite is falling down,
My kite is falling down,
Oh no - - it's down so low
My kite is falling down. 

The wind has caught my kite,
The wind has caught my kite,
What fun - - I'm on the run
The wind has caught my kite. 

My kite is up so high,
My kite is up so high,
Oh my - - just watch it fly
My kite is up so high. 
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Activities
Kites 

Provide diamond shaped construction paper, string, hole punch, crepe paper, glue, glitter and markers. For older children, provide the paper with a diamond already traced. This provides them an opportunity to practice finger motor sills by cutting out shapes. Using the triangle shapes the children can create kites and use them outdoors. 

Colorful Kites 

Here's what you need: 

Markers
Paper bag (long and slender) 
Florist's wire 
String 
Child safety scissors 
Tape 

Here's what you do: 

1. Use scissors to cut a small round hole in the bottom of the paper bag. Decorate the bag with brightly colored markers. 
2. Form florist's wire into a circle larger than the hole in the bag. Tape ends of the wire together. 
3. Attach three bridle strings to the wire circle; then tie them together in a knot. 
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4. Put wire loop into sack. Pull the bridle string out through the hole in the bag. 
5. Attach the kite-flying string to the bridle-string knot. 
6. Don't forget to review safe kite-flying rules, and then go have fun! (An idea - talk about the story of Benjamin Franklin and his kite and how he discovered electricity.) 

Delightful Kites 

Materials: 9 in. X 12 in. Art Paper, scraps of art paper in assorted colors, scissors and paste, pencil and eraser, ruler, crepe paper strips. 

Procedure:
Fold and cut out kite shape. Use various colors of paper scraps to create spring kite designs. (Flowers, butterflies, birds) Use crepe paper for tails. 

Bag Kites 

Give each child a small paper bag. Let the children decorate their bags with crayons or markers. Punch a hole on the top side of each bag near the opening and tie a piece of yarn through the hole. Take the kids outside and let them run around flying their kites. 
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Kite Bookmarks 
Cut two small kites the same size & have kids decorate. Cut yarn 10 inches & place one end between kites then glue together. Cut 4 small bows from fabric & glue two back to back with yarn between them. Let dry & you have a bookmark. 

Kite Ideas 

*Sponge print with diamond shapes onto paper. When dry draw or glue on yarn tails. 
*Make a stencil using heavy cardboard & let the children trace around & design a kite. 

Wind-Sock Kites 

Collect plastic newspaper bags. Fold down the opening of the bag to make a 1 inch fold. Fold the bag down two more times & punch 3 evenly spaced holes around the folded area. Tie 12 inches length of string into each hole. Bring 3 together & tie a knot around their ends. Attach tissue paper or crepe paper streamers to the closed end. Decorate bag with stickers or cutouts. Now go fly a kite! 
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